Insert School Board Address

Dear Insert School Board Member Name
I am a parent and a taxpayer; I am concerned about the recent budgetary decisions that have the potential to impact the visual art education of the children in our family and in our community.

Often art at the elementary and middle school levels is labeled as “a special." I've never understood this designation. To me, art is not "special" or extraordinary; it is an academic prerequisite. The quality of these programs in _________ speaks to this, as they are some of the best of their kind in New Jersey. 

Art teaches our children how to think critically, take risks, understand that problems can have more than one solution, make and correct mistakes, "fail," and recoup. Art gives our children a frame of reference for understanding not only our world, but also offer an appreciation and understanding of the different perspectives, approaches and ways of communicating each of us brings to the human endeavor. 

Art instruction in our schools is critical for a well rounded education. The skills learned in art class transfer to every discipline that requires innovation and discovery. Keep our children well educated and competitive in the twenty-first century. Maintain the visual art programs in our schools.
Sincerely,
